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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS; 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 October 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -28 are pending in this Office Action. 

Drawings 



2. The drawings are objected to because drawing filed on March 23, 2004 does not 
comply with 37 CFR 1.121 (d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Balabanovic (US 6,624,826). 

As per claim 1 , Balabanovic teaches, "a speech transcription tool comprising": 
"control logic configured to play back portions of an audio stream" (col. 5, lines 
11-64); 

"an input device configured to receive text from a user defining a transcription of 
the portions of the audio stream and receive annotation information from the user 
further defining the text" (col. 8, lines 16-32); and 

"a graphical user interface including a first section configured to display a 
graphical representation of a waveform corresponding to the audio stream, and a 
second section configured to display the text and representations of the annotation 
information for the text" (Fig. 48). 

As per claim 2. Balabanovic teaches, "a third section configured to display a 
hierarchically structured representation of the text" (Fig. 48). 
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As per claim 3, Balabanovic teaches, "wherein the first section of the graphical 
user interface further includes graphical markers that define the portions of the audio 
stream" (col. 6, lines 4-20). 

As per claim 4, Balabanovic teaches, "wherein the representations of the 
annotation information include graphical icons" (col. 8, lines 33-55). 

As per claim 5, Balabanovic teaches, "wherein the input device further receives 
infonnation from the user classifying the portions of the audio stream into a plurality of 
hierarchical segments"(col. 9, lines 38-52). 

As per claim 6, Balabanovic teaches, 'Svherein the segments include speaker 
turns, sections, and episodes" (col. 10, lines 51-58). 

As per claim 7, Balabanovic teaches, '>A/herein the control logic writes the 
transcription of the portions of the audio stream and the annotation information as a 
Unicode output file" (col. 10, lines 59-67). 

As per claim 8, Balabanovic teaches, "wherein the annotation information is 
selected from a possible set of annotation information defined by a configuration file" 
(col. 10, lines 33-50). 

As per claim 9, Balabanovic teaches, "wherein the annotation information is 
entered by the user through predefined keyboard shortcuts" (col. 4, lines 41-51). 

As per claims 10-28, they are interpreted and thus rejected for the same reasons 
set forth in the rejection of claims 1-9. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Abul K. Azad whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7599. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patric Edouard, can be reached at (571) 272-7603. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Or faxed to: (571) 273-8300. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, 
VA-22314 (Customer Service Window). 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-2 17-9 197 (toll-free). a l 
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